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27 October 2025

Dear Convener,

Thank you for sharing the response from the Scottish Police Authority Chair in relation to its scrutiny of the Deep Dive report on sexism and misogyny in policing (26 September 2025).  
In our view, the handling and scrutiny of the report by the Authority falls short of the standard expected by a major oversight body. Whilst its Policing Together Oversight Group was made aware of the existence of the report and its findings in early August 2024, they were not provided with a copy, and at that point the Authority as a whole was not advised of its existence, nor discussed it. Those SPA members who were aware appear to have accepted Police Scotland’s assurances at face value and as far as we can tell, did not press to see a copy of the Deep Dive when it was available. 
As the Chair has now confirmed to you, the report was not circulated to SPA Policing Together Oversight Group members until 29 August 2025, following critical media coverage. Several days ahead of this (25 August), the Authority told the Herald that the Policing Together Oversight Group “plays a key role in scrutinising progress.” This was in response to an article about a report that the Oversight Group had not scrutinised, and for which we have been advised by Police Scotland, no information is held on whether it has met its specific recommendations. It is unclear whether the report was circulated to all Authority Members. 
The Oversight Group meeting on 29 August 2025 appears to be providing the main source of reassurance for the wider SPA. The summary report of that meeting provides no explanation as to why the Deep Dive report was not shared with the SPA or published by Police Scotland. It is also impossible to tell how far the Oversight Group Members scrutinised Police Scotland in relation to the report’s findings.  


We have written in more detail about timeline and handling by the Authority here:
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2025/10/24/asleep-at-the-wheel-how-the-scottish-police-authority-responded-to-the-deep-dive-report-on-sexism-and-misogyny-in-policing/ 
We were surprised that the Authority concurred with Police Scotland’s description of the findings as ‘now outdated’. In her letter, the Chair describes the findings as ‘reflective of views gathered at the time’. This feels disrespectful and dismissive of the women who gave their time to the Independent Review Group and disclosed personal and distressing experiences about their professional lives. It seems unlikely that years of accumulated culture and practice have ceased to be an issue within Police Scotland in just over a year. We also note that the Chair’s response does not clarify whether the Authority has since spoken directly to the authors of the Deep Dive report. 
In the apparent absence of robust scrutiny in this area, may we suggest that the Criminal Justice Committee offer a private evidence session with the women who spoke to the Independent Review Group, to ascertain their views directly.

Yours sincerely,
Dr Kath Murray
Dr Lucy Hunter Blackburn
Lisa Mackenzie
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