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The Citizen Participation and Public Petitions

Committee considered our petition at their meeting

on 23 March. When the petition was first discussed

in October 2021, MSPs agreed to write to a

number of organisations for further information:

COPFS, SCTS, EHRC, Police Scotland and the

Lord Advocate. Submissions were received from

all but the Lord Advocate. We submitted further

evidence prior to the recent meeting, at which

MSPs decided to write to the Scottish Government

for its consideration of the recent rulings of the

inner house of the Court of Session and whether

there are plans to revise its guidance on collecting

data on sex and gender following those recent

rulings, and to write again also to Police Scotland,

the Crown Office and the Scottish Courts and

Tribunals Service. 

You can read the official report of the session here

and watch the contribution by Ruth Maguire MSP

here. Full information about the petition is here. 

In January, we wrote about how the current Police

Scotland policy evolved.

PETITION ON RECORDING RAPE
During the passage of the Hate Crime and

Public Order (Scotland) Act, the Scottish

Government indicated that it would involve us

and For Women Scotland in the development

of explanatory notes for the legislation. 

This promise was not honoured and we were

informed that the explanatory notes had been

published on 8 March. The Act has not yet

been brought into force. In January, we wrote a

blog about Police Scotland’s recording of non-
crime hate incidents, which you can read here. 




HATE CRIME

PRISONS REVIEW

The Scottish Prison Service is currently

undertaking a review of its transgender prisoner

policy. We have written about how the review

process is an opportunity to chance to get

policy making here back on track, balance the

interests of transgender prisoners with those of

women prisoners and staff and ensure a

complete record is laid down for the future of

how decisions were reached. We have been

invited to meet SPS officials about the review

next month

M U R R A Y B L A C K B U R N M A C K E N Z I E  P O L I C Y  A N A L Y S I S

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/meetings/2022/cppps6225
https://www.parliament.scot/get-involved/petitions/view-petitions/pe1876-accurately-record-the-sex-of-people-charged-or-convicted-of-rape-or-attempted-rape
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2022/pe1876/pe1876_u.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/citizen-participation-and-public-petitions-committee/correspondence/2022/pe1876/pe1876_x.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/api/sitecore/CustomMedia/OfficialReport?meetingId=13678
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jcm4h9g0p8I
https://www.parliament.scot/get-involved/petitions/view-petitions/pe1876-accurately-record-the-sex-of-people-charged-or-convicted-of-rape-or-attempted-rape
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/01/08/police-scotland-policy-on-recording-rape-how-did-it-evolve-and-where-does-responsibility-lie/
https://twitter.com/mbmpolicy/status/1501534060107153409
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/01/29/hate-incidents-and-freedom-of-expression/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/04/06/the-sps-review-on-trans-prisoners-a-chance-to-get-policy-making-in-scottish-prisons-back-on-track/


GRA REFORM

At the start of the year, we received a number

of FOI responses from the Scottish 

Government setting out which groups they had

consulted with regarding their proposed

reforms of the Gender Recognition Act. These

FOIs were covered in The Telegraph and Lisa

was interviewed on BBC Woman’s Hour. 

The EHRC wrote to the Scottish Government,

asking it to pause its plans for GRA reform in

light of recent court rulings and concerns about

the impact of gender self-identification on

women’s sex-based rights. 

We have written about the unanswered

questions that remain about the proposed

reforms and the lack of clarity that exists

regarding the interaction between the GRA and

the Equality Act 2010. We met officials on 17

January and Shona Robison MSP, the relevant

Cabinet Secretary, on 21 January, and wrote

again after that meeting as well as publishing

details of all of our interactions with the

Government.  

The draft bill was introduced to the Scottish

Parliament on 2 March and the Equality,

Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee has

issued a call for written evidence, the deadline

for which is 16 May. 

Earlier this week, we co-ordinated a multi-

signatory letter to The Times about comments

made by Scottish Government Minister Lorna

Slater MSP, who in an interview with The

Herald, compared women with concerns about

self-ID to racists, anti-Semites and climate

change deniers. 

MEDIA

Our analysis of staff associations for female

staff at Scottish universities was covered in The

Times. 

We have been quoted in over 30 news articles

so far this year, and wrote opinion pieces for

The Herald on the SNP manifesto commitment

on GRA reform and for Holyrood magazine on

the impact of GRA reform on social

conventions.

DONATIONS
We continue to do much of our work on an

unpaid basis, but with some financial support in

the form of donations made by a number of

supporters. We are incredibly grateful to

everyone who sees fit to support our work in

this way. You can donate via PayPal on a one-

off or regular basis. If you would prefer to make

a donation to us directly, please contact us for

our bank account details. 

We are currently looking at how we might fund

our work from the second half of this year

onwards. If you are aware of trusts and

foundations that might consider supporting

work on women’s sex-based rights, please get

in touch.

Ms Slater also suggested that those with

concerns about the Government’s draft

legislation should be censored in the media.

Our letter was covered in The Times and The

Herald. 

https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/02/11/the-room-where-it-happens/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2022/01/03/snp-accused-ignoring-feminist-religious-groups-gender-reform/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001328l
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/01/26/mbm-response-to-the-ehrc-statement-on-gra-reform-in-scotland/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/03/02/gender-recognition-reform-unanswered-questions/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/03/02/gender-recognition-reform-unanswered-questions/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/03/07/making-law-in-the-dark/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/02/04/gender-recognition-reform-and-unanswered-questions/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/02/04/gender-recognition-reform-and-unanswered-questions/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Summary-of-MBM-meeting-with-Cabinet-Secretary-210122.pdf
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-to-Cab-Sec-after-21-Jan-mtg.pdf
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Letter-to-Cab-Sec-after-21-Jan-mtg.pdf
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/02/04/gender-recognition-reform-and-unanswered-questions/
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/ehrcj/gender-recognition-reform-bill/
https://twitter.com/mbmpolicy/status/1513766149573464067
https://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/20057987.neil-mackays-big-read-independence-trans-rights-record-government-scottish-greens-minister-lorna-slater-comes-fighting/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/20057987.neil-mackays-big-read-independence-trans-rights-record-government-scottish-greens-minister-lorna-slater-comes-fighting/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/2022/01/05/who-represents-the-interests-of-female-staff-in-scottish-universities/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ead78794-6d84-11ec-a1b8-3009dadbed4f?shareToken=8a1b67eaa3ad92eaafb6a65ea2d1961c
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ead78794-6d84-11ec-a1b8-3009dadbed4f?shareToken=8a1b67eaa3ad92eaafb6a65ea2d1961c
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/media/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/19841239.agenda-happened-commitment-build-consensus-gender-recognition-act/?ref=twtrec
https://www.holyrood.com/comment/view,comment-allowing-selfid-will-make-it-harder-to-prevent-men-invading-womenonly-spaces
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=LYSTC884LCDRN&source=url
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/contact/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/contact/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/contact/
https://murrayblackburnmackenzie.org/contact/
https://t.co/WSt7OiIwDR
https://t.co/Y3xP7LrJvN
https://t.co/Y3xP7LrJvN

